18                           TOUR IN  FRANCE.

*

seen us mount: you must have laughed very
heartily. Conceive two 'great fellows astride on
two beasts, not bigger than goats, with saddles
and bridles that hid them, and then you see UH, to
appearance, walking with a great .saddle between
our legs. But I should not abuse them; they
carried us very well; they are like their masters,
all life. The first town we came to was Montreal I,
eight leagues from Boulogne, between which
places there is not anything worth notice but the
number of crosses, erected almost on every emi-
nence, and at the entrance of ail the villages,
The country is quite open, not a single hedge:
and the prospect is not very pleasing, from the
want of houses. There is scarce a gentleman's
seat between that and Paris, though many con-
vents, all pleasantly situated, but generally near
great towns.

" Montreuil is fortified, and appears strong
from the situation, but as we only staid to change
horses, I can say nothing more of it* Our next
stage was to Abbeville, ten leagues. We did not
reach it till six, having very bad horses. Here
we were obliged to open our baggage, but having
nothing contraband, we sustained no other IOHB
but that of time, which, to a tired traveller, is
very precious. We here inquired for some means
to convey our baggage to Paris, but found none
farther than to Amiens; from thence a coach was
to set out next day for Paris, This, you may be